Seasonal fare many important musical functions in the right cerebral hemisphere while language functions are located in most individuals in the left cerebral hemisphere.) But Wijeyeratne is scientifically quite aware that there is much more to be learnt about music and brain function.
"It is but fair to add", he writes, "that the theory of localisation is only generally, but not universally accepted...It is to be hoped that in spite of the difficulty that the subject presents, we shall know more anon." He gives strikingly relevant obser vation from personal experience. "The writer himself can certify to the fact that a high development of the musical faculty is not necessarily dependent on the possession of even ordinary intelligence". In the case of a friend of his who was subject to epilepsy from infancy, an almost idiotic standard of intelligence carried with it as a blessing, an instinct for music amounting to the marvellous. "His power of reading musical notation was very deficient, but he possessed an extraordinarily acute and accurate ear for music, as well as a good taste and a memory, quite the best in the writer's experience. This is evidence, it may be taken, for a separate location of the musical faculty."
After his return home he set up in private practice in Negombo from 1927. He sang with a tenor voice. There was a daily hour of music, including singing, at his home preced ing dinner.
He died in 1943 at age 54 of a cardiac illness. He had often expressed the wish to hear the Bach-Gounod "Ave Maria" on his death-bed.
